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commonly by education, or other circumſtances :ptirely accidental ;)—but 


ginia icy WI bs 
- d oppreiled. Baving the form 6f Godlinels, men were ſtrangers to the power 
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II is, the duty ot Paſtors to be intereſted in the welfare of tlie Flock committed to 
their care. It would be unnatural to be otherwiſe, and highly .culpable, I feel the 
beart of a Paſtor. It is my daily prayer that, as individuals, you may makeiadvance- 
ment in the ſpiritual life.; that, as a ſociety, you may be exemplary for 9 4 4 


comfort of my family. "Thecharity you 
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purity and- zeal. . For your fake-I ſtutiy in private and. labour in publics: declare 


| the whole-counfel:of God, not knowingly, withholding any part, but .profecuting, 

-  according*to the abilities which Gedhas given ine, the ſacred miniſtry, 5 5 take 

| this fataitiar manger of addreſſing you; be aſſured L am, oni) influeneed by ahietg 

| the cheqproſperiy of the Church,, and - for the Bifety and 'comfort of your: Pee gs 
uls. | | | | ning 


I trave many things'to ſay in your. praile . Vour place of worſhip 4s*60mmodious: 
and extenſive; much has it been-improved-ſince my connexion with you and, from 
the ſteps, you have taken, dt might, had-not-ſome untꝰward Girumſtanees. occurred, 
been in a much Higher ſtate öf improvement. I am indebted to your private friend 
ſhip; your: public ſupport has been W adequate fo my on comfort, and to the 
| : have for-other-denominations/ig.very conſpi- 
cuous, and-is the, more;praiſe-worthy,, thut a great Proportion: of FAS ſeem to 
be defliture of this bright feature in che Chriſtian Character. 
Yourannot be ignorant of my own ſentiments with reſpect to the different deno- 
minations into which the Chriſtian Church is divided. There is a Calbolic or Univerſal. 
Church. It conſiſts of every believer rope the world, It's mempers are ſcattered 
among all-denominatiens. Each affords to this | A * 3s 
of every prudent perſon is that he be à real believer, one whois fpiritual in his heart 
and life, ber niverſal 
of great «importance to what denomination you belong; '{this has been determined 
importance in what manner vou conduct yourſelves as profelling chriſtians, In Vir- 
Epiſcopacy was long *eltablifhed; other denominations vere diſcountenanced 


an | i. 44 4 8 0 ; * > 
thereof. From eſtabliſhments fortnality "too often originates. Oppoſition ĩs theceſſary 


as a ſtimulus. It rouſes the lethargic z It excites their 4itaiolt exertions. - The Prei- 


byterians firlt broke through the bounds of Epiſchpaey ; opprefiea, they felt new ani- 


mation ; they preached with power and. ſuddeſs; 7 be Uttended . 
di this 


multitudes embodied in a church capacity. Mr. Davian diſtinguiſhed himfelfin this 
glorious career. The Baptiſts followed the example. They came forth with the 


ſame ſpirit. They enjcyed the ſame ſucceſs. The Met odiſts next Enme in vicw. Their 
zeal was great; their perſeveranceindefatigable; their ſucceſs eminent. At one time 
all muſt be Preſbyterians; at another time, the Buptifts guy are the people of God ; the 


Methodiſts, at a third. Men do not judge prudently in this matter. Exch denomi- 


nation may have their full proportion from among thoſe who never belonged: to any 
. d > , « . 4-47 : {AF 23 x7 2 11 "iv qe 4 * 3 a 7 a 
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their reſpectiye quotas. Ihe concern 
and thereby conſtituted a member of the Church Univerſal. It may not be 
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ercligious Totiety. Itiis fidieillaus to datach yourſelves From the denoniinationtowtkith 


«you bdong,itram educationcorthoice, ant Ny, © ſheſe Preſuy ter ink, Ieſæ Baptiſts; 


atheſe Methodiſts, ſeem: to have the power of, God among them,; Iwill therefore cott- 


nect myſelf with them; that I may become religious. Prudence would dictate different 
Hlanguage: Theſe men are more engaged in religion than I am, or than the ſociety 
to which I belong. «God bleſſes their diligence; he gives them his Irie; wer are 
generally reſpe&ted. By meditation and prayer I will-prepare for the Divine Bleſſi 
and importune;it earneſtly. I will-rouſe my friends and my ngighbours. It ſhall. 
bur united endeavour that the flame ſpread 5 'whole ſociety we 
ſtrengthen: our Paſtor's hands, and encourage his heart. The ground is wet arounck; 


. * * CJ 


| om one another, 
however innocent in itſelf, in it's eonſequence is highly culpable. From the regard 
I havetto' the chriſtian church, I would always give my voice againſt ſuch ra pine 


Ward appearance. l 


Let the diſtinction be.a loving behaviour; a-holy life,; not external addreſs or out- 


The circumſtance I have now mentioned is indifferent in itſelf; and can attract the at- 
tention of a chriſtian miniſter, no farther than as it encourages a ſeparating fpirit, and 
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ums to prachamaloull, b Stand by, Iam halier than thou!“ This is the lesben. 
ente kttempt iin any danominatibn to beepn HH diſtinat from all others. What ſhall 
"me ay. ef the denpmination which eommunieates the memher who is not wholly 
devoteitto it's particular imereſt j hut has heart, a hand to give o members of ano- 
ther denomination, even ben the:chaize is prudent, the- party favoured being induf. 
ſtriaus; orderly andreligious ; juſtifying their proceeding. by the words of the Apaitls, 
Be not ùnequaliy yoked together with unbelievers; for what fellowſhip bath rig hie. 
aui With "1tighteouſneſs? and what-communion harh /g lit with durtnaſt? and 
1's 3 hath Chriſt with Belial? or what part hach he who believeth withan 
n r . ot 4107,e5- 
A deſire to- promote a party has been the diſgraceof chriſtians ſince the earlieſt ag s 
it has rum ſo high at times as to diſguſt the more conſiderate and devout, inducing 
them tõ quit attachmeat to all denominations; and to content themſelves with the wor: 
ſhipofche heart. This was Milton's caſe. A very credible: perſon in Town ghas als 
ſured meithat:vne df her near relations, Uf exemplary and pious behaviour, hurt by 
- I belie rst will be acknowledged” that it is about trifles men ate ſo exact; upon 
*trifles they waſte their zeal. I have heard of a perſon, whoſe. circumſtanees in life 
were eaſy and: reputable, hen fir ſt impreſſed with religion, perſuaded that ſhe could 
not be acceptable to Got unleſs ſhe . dreſſod herſelf in oſaburg. Nothing could pre? 
vent her from what The thowtght-her duty. In oſnaburg ſhe appedred for cſome time. 
Her mind was not relieved; ſhe: ſuppoſed the) had diſcovered the reaſon.¶ Let her 
change the oſnaburg for crociu, the coarſeſt wear iniuſe, and ſhe: expected telief. The 
change is made; but ſhe remains uneaſy. Theft whims; mad their inſſuence for 
ſometime; until, through the 4ffiftance of her Paſtor, -attendell with meditation and 
prayer, ſhe aſſumed mer uſual habit. and beſtqwed that attention Whichchad been 
thrown away upon oùtward appearance, upon the diſpoſition ef her mind, and the 
tenor of her conduct. She gradually. became more caſyj, Ihe obtgined peace, and 
lives an ornament to our holy religion. 
If theſeithihgs be well weigh they muſt leſſeſi our admiration for external appear- 
ances of any kind; and, inſtead of ſeeking religion in this denomination, or chat, let 
us know it may be found in any, provided proper ſteps be. taken; for cheſe are diſtiſict 
membert of the fame body, different parts ot the ſame building, ſeparate ſogieties 
united to the fame churchdſ gn. uf Ne gn dh ttt 
It is our duty, dur hondur, our intereſt, to have the: denomination, with which we 
are connected, on as reputable a footing as poſſible, that ĩt may aſſord at leaſt it's! full 
quota. Let not our candleſtick be removed from it's place; let not our lamp be ex- 
De . y 
5 F addrets myfeft to Preſbyterians, and entreat you, a8 you regard the welfare, nay, 
the exiſtence of our church, to liſten to the following advices, weigh them well, act 
uniformly upon them - [90 HQ niche ah tour 5 1 th Atti 0318201 2381514 9 
Lcall your attention, firſt, to ybur own hearts. Ses that individhally you be impreff. 
ed with the importance of religion. In ſpite of the contenipt of the immoral, the ſneer 
of the ſcornful, it is of eternal moment. The ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm of it's mini- 
ſters, when expoſed, have landed men in the oppoſtte extreme ef irreligion and infide- 
lity. This ſeems at preſent to be tlie caſe with the generalitꝶ bf the French. Impute 
this to the folly or wickedneſs of men. The religion of the Bible is pure and holy; it 
1hines through the greateſt darkneſs; it makes you ſafe and happy now]; it introduces 
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you at death into a paradiſe-of full and eveilaſting joy. Take it not uponmy werd 
Be at pains to know your Mleneſs aud danger as guilty. creatures. Learn this fromm], 
che miſeries on earth; from the torments in hell; from che Joſs of paradiſe to Adam; fade 
If Heaven to Angels; from thethunderinps:of Sinai; from the aſtoniſhing ſcene diſ- che 
played on Calvaryz let the view lead you to Jefus, whois the:friend> of finners; whoſaves | he- 
to the uttermoſt; who can guide you now, and bleſs you aſtexwards. Let theexam- |. 1 
2 ple the Saviour has ſet, the precepts which he has given, employ'your-thoughts and re- | 
gulate your conduct. Let theſe things be often in your minds; let them-ccafion 
frequent and earneſt prayer you will be fatisfied with your:dducceſs—remain-imliffer- 
ent you are undone - up and be doing - God will work in you both te ill ant t ds 
of his good pleaſure. A Fhyſician impreſſes your mind with a ſenſe df che ũnvetera- 
cy of the difeate, that you may take proper ſteps for your ecovery,-+your houſe in 


flames, a friend rouſes you from your dangerous flambers ; under the guilt and power 
of ſin the goſpel gives you the alarm it calls after you through all your nnderings 
This äs the way —At proclaims a loud, “ Flyye: priſoners of hope to your ſtrong! 
holds,“ let it no longer be your reproach chat ygu are neither hot mor cold. Boaſt not 
ſo conſident ty, Tam rich-and ineroaſed in goods and have need of 1 for 
unleſs you be ſpiritual, and heaveny, God nows you are wretched: and miſerable; 
and poor and blind, and naked.“ Were it aitrifle I ſhould be ſilent; it is n trilfle 5 
eternal happineſs or eternal miſery depends in ſome meaſure on your preſent oonduct, 
with the prodigal come to yourſelves; conſider with the Prodigal, in my father's 
houſe is bread and to ſpare; ariſe and goto your fahke r.. 
Impreſſed wich theſe things yourfelves endeavour to communicate the ſame impreſ- 
ſton to your families. Family religion is much . lt muſt be revived, oꝛher - Pe 
wiſe religion will not flouriſh. Pray with your families, morning and evening. in- 
ſtruct them, according to their capacities. Ihe evening of the Lord's day ought to 
de devoted to this dety'; at #8:abfolutely-effential.” Public worſhip is binding hy di- 
vine authority, private inſtruction is equuliy binding 190 22 neg? 
Let neither be neglected. I cannot ſee the advantage of preding one Public fervice 
upon another. Time is due to reflection and to your families; no time ſo ſuitable! as 
the evening of the Lord's day. A Farent retired on that evening, with his family, 
talking familiafly with them inſtrusking chem, praying for them, is in his proper place. 
No appearance more pleafing;;' none more {etal ; mme more dignified. et not 
this duty be neglected. The neglect has had a baneful influence in America: young 
people grow upãgnorant of religion,they are A preytoeverytinnovation: Blown about 
are they with every wind ef docttine. Let me charge it upomyou, O! parents inſtruct 
your families inthe fear. of God. I have: mentioned one feaſan for that purpoſe. Let 
it not be occupied by any ether ferviee, mot; even ſervices of. a public nature; you 
know the anecdete of the ydung · criminal: on the fatal tree; he begged to be one mo- 
ment. in private with his. mother. He is gratified—Whiſpering; fomething- 0 hier in 
appearance, to the aſtoniſnment of the multitude he bit off her ear, bittarly wexclaim-; 
ing; had you reſtrained me when young I had not come toithis end.“ I haveknown 
a child, called upon to ſay his prayers, ſhew little diſpoſition to pray, apologizing, I 
am too - old: 7 old,“ ſays his Riend, <you can never be too old to pray ys is 
the reply l am too old, my father never prays.“ A heart, poſſeſſed of any feeling, 
would be tortured at ſuch occurences; and what will be your fituation, parents, at: the 
day of judgment, when your families ſhall. dme forward and condemn you, imputing 
their errors and crimes to your neglect, or Whats ſtill werſe, to your b example. One 
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addreſſes yon wh knows the heart of 2 parent; he has ſeen his child on the . brink; of 
the grave · It is his endeavonr to do his duty; yet the awtul fight has agonized his: 
heart leſt, that duty had not been done. with the care and fidelity which it deſerved. 


4 viduals aud families fully impreſſed with religion. will find;a pleaſure. in comply- 
ing whk bmiot- se 4563 10 88 1 | | | 


1 1 ai SHR en 22 nd Vs 148 5 2 
» My thirdadvice;icome together to:the-honſeof Rrayen ; it 18 lamentable to ſee how 
public worthip is deſpiſed many conſider. it as a taſ⸗· 'Lheir behaviour at leaſt: ſpeaks 


. ſuch a ſentĩment unleſs your ſervices are free and cheerful, they cannot. be acceptable 


to God. What vieus can a great: proportion have in their atis of. public:worſhip ?— 
They have no manner of ſteadineſs. They. attend at one aſſembly, one Lord's - oa 
at another the next they abſent:themſelves from all aſſemblies the day. following. I 
have known the branches of the ſame family; ſcattered—the. father here, the mother 


chere, che child at a third place. This is not for;edification--+it expoſes the want of 


family government. Attendingtogether; and regularly, en puhlic worſhip, has the 
beſt effect · it tends. to goed order. it is a new bond of union. nothing ſo good nor 
ſing. A miniſter cannot do his: duty where he has. no dependence on his audi- 
2nce. Such conduct looks as. if curioſiiß not ediſication, were in view. You do 
not prepare for public worſfiip ou do. not think what you are doing you do not 
recollect the promiſes given for the encourageinent.. of worſhiꝑppers you do not urge 
theſe promiſes ata. throne of grace. No wonder ee you: be not 
importunate vrith God for his preſenee-if you enjoy. not. his. bleſſing Gabriel could 
de of no benefit to you; but if ſuch be your circumſtances, the weakeſt means, thoſe 
who in compariſon are nothing, will be the inſtruments of: your refreſhment: and. edi- 
cation. Iknow not how it is,“ ſaid an old Chriſtian to me, after preaching with 
unuſual animatiom, I knowr not how it is, but I'could find no time to pray for myſelf 
this morning, Ihave been ſo engaged in pray ing for you! Were you more engaged 
in prayer; L make no doubt but: the miniſtry would be, more effectual and uſeful. 
Succeſs) depends as much om the: People as on the: Miniſters. Be you only engaged 
n praying for them, andi there is no · doubt but they will be engaged in preaching 
o you: Iteis heartleſs work preaching to a prayerleſs people · It. is rowing againſt the 
ſtream-- -little progreſs can be made. Were you, not only regular in attending worſhip, 
dut did you, prepare for it by meditation and prayer, doubt not, but as a church you 
would enjoyitimes of refreſhing from the preſence of the Lord. A. Paſtor. who had la- 
boured long to little purpoſe, was at: laſt ſucceſsful... He had never ventured into pub- 
lie ſervice without having his ſubject fully digeſted. He had ſpoken hitherto in vain — 
now efficacy attends his word Oh! Sir,“ was an addreſs made him by one of his 
people, had you always preached? thus tous, in what an advanced ſtate of religion 
might. we now have been! The fact was, the ſame words, the ſame ſentences, in all 
eſpects the ſame diſcourſe had more than once been delivered in their hearing, but 
they were now diſpoſed to hear and to make improvement, which had not formerly 
been the caſe. Bee bh Ter ehe n inn. 
My laſt advice is, be united. Id is diſtreſſing to obſerve your want of union: You 
diſcover little: friendſhip for one another. lt is. almoſt impoſlible to get you together to 
conſult on matters of public utility. If. proper ſchemes: be formed, it is nearly 
equally impoſſible to put them in execution. Why is our church fo often deferted ? 
From want of union. Whence the difficulty of introducing diſcipline and good or- 
der? From want of union. What renders us contemptible in the eyes of other de- 
aominations? There is no union among us. A bunch of twigs ſeparated may eafily 
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ſtate” you are liable to be: diſſolved · Mere you — nol EO -could: be wie 
flouriſhing. Suppoſe ſixty perſons engaged like one man in any; unden taking ; fuppolelif 
alſo that they are in the lower ranks ks e; ſtil the effeds ofitheiri1inion/are: -altoniſh4 : 
2 . They approve of this. mode of worſhip ;. each of them has. ſome. e 3 
ters, ſuppoſe three 5 this intereſts 189 in. their views Theſe 180 haue alſo 
| be on whom their inflience is conſiderable; this brings 340 into the fame yidveewy tlitti 
Agence extends far . - On this p. iciplet account forthe B CIR 
 Hominations---Fach is eng ged in the matter and employ their whole mflvence ſotf the 
advantage of the ſociety to which they adhere. Follow the en be equalij uni 
ed, --be equally in earneſt: It would fill, it would/croud, your: of worſhip. Be 

| accompliſſi this end, „Jou büghe to de often te ether, to conſult; the: welfare cond 

gpregat on. Men can be more fartittiar with thoſe whoſe edutation. and manner gf 
are fimilar. Let Mechanics, let Merchants, let Men of Letters have regula 
times of ſeeing one another, when the queſtion may be btought forward, what — 5 
a done to promotetheintereſt of our relious 5 Communicate the geſult of:;yodgliil 
| iries to one another---plans will ſoon be adopted ol general utility. „e ,vo08 
J particularly recommend meetings of a religibus kind; meet to nk N ria 
Ne, "how family, hobt päblic devotion may be beſt promoted, and to fn 
yourſelves, your' Emites, he church, to the mercy and bleſſmg orf G 19. 8 8 
I éneed not be more Particular. It maſt be evident what abuſes! irequirm ĩimqmi 
diate correction; what orders ought immediately to be taken ; and 3 
gught to be ſteadily followed.” It cup en when recen *let:b 
IN continbe,? ee 0! e {1 -2. .nohgal 
I cannot finiſh this st eien * alteration im tlie plate.of ep, 
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which is equally neat and convenient. the ſeats are neither balculated for tlie 
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houſe would accommodate you better, and accommodate a grea 
This cannot be done without your own conſent individually. On ſuppoſiticn bf 1 
on I, idee, Fg obtaining this conſent will 1 thing; — 5. fa 
oſition,” filling the church, when thus enlar et, wilt be equaiy af. bib 2 
Th _ inboſomed myleſt Freely to you; my ua | 
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